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CHARITY

BOYS' BRIGADE
BRINGS CHEER
‘TO THE ELDERLY

Under a ‘Sharity’ programme, teams of teenagers visit the elderly living
alone to tall, listen and provide a much-needed Christmas gift or service

Chloe Lai
chloe.lai@scmp.com

As Christmas approaches, prepara-
tions are going full steam ahead for
the holiday season’s gift-giving, The
Boys' Brigade, however, is already
preparing holiday gifts for next year.
With support from the Operation
Santa Claus fund-raising drive, the
Boys' Brigade will give gifts to 500
elderly people living alone during
Christmas in 2012, The non-profit
group is organising this under its
Sharity programme - meaning to
share charity - which is designed to
be both a learning project and a vol-
unteer service for teenagers.
Between May and December, the
teenagers will visit elderly people
who live alone in Housing Authority
accommodation. Up to four teen-
agers form a team and each team will
visittwo elderly people once amonth
under the guidance of aleader.
Deon Chan Kei-on, the head of
training and development at the
Boys' Brigade, said: “Young people
arehealthy, happyand have plenty of

Teenagers ... can
appreciate the
experience and
knowledge

time. We want to bring their smiles to
the elderly.” But they must do more,
she said. “Their visits carry a hidden
mission: the teenagers must find out
what the old people need, by talking
and listening to them,

“At the end of the programme,
they will have to select a gift for the
elderly folk they've been seeing, It
doesn’t need to be a present from a
shop; it can be a service, suchas
repairing a fridge. If the elderly peo-
plehave several needs, the teenagers
must identify which one they want
the most. We have a budget for gifts,”
Chan said.

Operation Santa Claus is an an-
nual fund-raising initiative jointly or-
ganised by the South China Morning
Postand RTHK. Itwill support16ben-
eficiaries this year, and has support-
ed more than 100 charities since
being established in 1988.

Chan believes the Sharity pro-
gramme helps young people leamn to
takecare ofothers and bemoresensi-
tive to their needs. The Boys' Brigade
hopes torecruit 750 teenagers to take
partin the Sharity programme,

“The programme is also designed
to help teenagers understand the
older generation, so they can appre-
ciate their experience and knowl-
edge, and the contribution they have
made to society.

“We believe through this pro-
gramme, the teenagers will learn to
be more caringand more sensitive to
other people’s needs.”
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HOW YOU CAN GIVE

@ Donate online hy credit card at
05C.5cmp.com

@ Donations can be made at ATMs or
atany branch of HSBC: account
number 502-676299-001

for SCMP CHARITIES LTD-
OPERATION SANTA CLAUS

@ You can make a donation hy
cheque, payable to “SCMP
CHARITIES LTD-OPERATION SANTA
CLAUS" and mail to: Operation Santa
Claus, Morning Post Centre,

22 Dai Fat Street, Tai Po Industrial
Estate, New Territories, Hong Kong

@ Donations of HK$100 o moreare
tax-deductible. If you would like a tax
lease send the completed

donation form and original hank
receipt with your name, address and
phone number to the address above.
@ Contact us via e-mail at

well as obedience and discipline are  osc@scmp.com, telephone
the objectives of the Boys' Brigade. 2680 8159 or visit us online at
Set up 52 years ago, the organisation ~ 0sc.scmp.com

has more than 9,700 members,

[of the elderly]

DEON CHAN KEI-ON, noys' BRIGADE Deon Chan of the Boys' Brigade says the Sharity scheme helps young people to take care of others. Photo: KY. Cheng




